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CHAPTER 28 
BASE CAMP 























M SURE YOU 
KNOW IT, 








$0 NOW IVECOME —_HOUSE IN PATAN 
BUT NEVER FOUND: 
7 
t+ 
= 


— 


°°. THOUGH I NEVER 
-| EXPECTED YOU TO 
BE HERE 00, SIR. 













IF FM GOING TO GO, IT'S 
‘TO SELL THAT CAMERA! 
MAYBE TO SOME 
ENGLISH PEOPLE. 


You THINK ICAN 7 
GO TO INDIA OR 














>a 
pale 
























































YL LIKE TO KEEP 
THIS QUIET IF 






































MISS RYOKO 


ASKED METO _— PLEASE RETURN 
GWEITTOHIM, “TS 





























AND THERE ARE THERE ARE 
MOUNTAINS... MOUNTAINS... 


THERE ARE|MOUN- 
TAINS THAT/ MAKE 
B P. 











THE ROCK INHALES ) 


( ge THE WIND/OF.THE 
GNAWS AWAY, , STRATOSPHERE: 
AT TIME. 

















© THE GIANT ROCK PEAK 
OF NUPTSE STANDS © 











SOLITARY BELOW, 
THE ICEFALL, HE 
BREATHES IN THE 

HEAVENS. 















































Hf cine ro THe Roc 
WALLS OF NUPTSE 
ly wou crumeLe | 











































SINCE LEAVING 
‘ANG TSHE- 
RING'S HOUSE, 
TO PATIENTLY 
‘AND DELIBERA- 
TELY INCREASE 
=F HIS ALTITUDE. 



















FUKAMACHI 
WAS FULLY 
PREPARED. 















“COME ANY 
TIME AT ALL, 
JOUJI HABU" 























CHAPTER29. 
' MOUNTAIN 2 
WOLF 
































FUKAMACHI 
REMAINED 
‘ALONE... - 





ORIGINALLY, THERE WAS: 
SUPPOSED TO BE AN 
ENGLISH TEAM THERE. 


HOWEVER, IN OCTOBER, 


FOR CLIMBING 
EVEREST HAD BEEN 
THIRTY THOUSAND 
P| COLLARS PER TEAM, 
REGARDLESS OF THE 
NUMBER OF MEM- 
BERS. THIS HAD NOW 
BECOME FIFTY THOU- 
TIONAL MEMBERS. aie 



































“ITWASNTA 
TREKKER. 











<THE WALK 
(OF A CLIM— 
F.- BER IN PEAK 


























IWANT TO 






































res 











WHEN FM DONE HERE = ITS 
YOUCAN DOWHAT FINE 
YOU LIKE WITH IT. 




















lh wy 


Nye 























‘THE 8100 METER 
POINT ON THE 
NORTH-EAST 

RIDGE. 








‘THE NORTH-EAST 
RIDGE 











80 IT WAS 
MALLORY'SI 











|IWAS CLIMBING EVEREST FROM 
THE TIBET SIDE AS TRAINING 
FOR MY OXYGENLESS WINTER 


1 HAD SMUGGLED 

MYSELF INTO THE 

COUNTRY ON THIS 
OCCASION. 


1GOT TO EVEREST 
WITHOUT PASSING 
‘THROUGH ANY OF THE 
INSPECTION POINTS. 














(ON THE FIRST DAY | 
CLIMBED TO THE 
NORTH COL AT 7028 
METERS. 











‘CLIMB ALL THE WAY 
UP TO THE SUMMIT 


(WASNTIN 
BAD SHAPE. 




















‘THE COULOIR... 








‘AT THE SUMMIT, | 
COULDN'T MOVE FOR A 














7 


— BUT... IT COULDNT / 
7 . END HERE... 
f ll 
IT WAS SOMETHING - a ft _ oA 
LUKE ANGER... f : 
YW Shh a SE- PN 














Sd 







IN THE END, THAT 
EMOTION FINALLY 
MOVED ME... 







AND | BEGAN 
CLIMBING DOWN 
THE MOUNTAIN. 














RISK | WOULD END UP 
SLIPPING ALL THE WAY 
DOWN TO THE RON- 
(GBUK GLACIER. 


| FIGURED | HAD COME 
DOWN TO BELOW THE 


‘SNOW TERRACE AT MAYBE 
‘AROUND 8100 METERS. 


INTENDED TO BIVOUAC 
UNDER THE SHELTER OF 
‘SOME ROCK. 





MY ENDURANCE WAS SO 








AHEAD OF ME, JUST 
BEYOND MY FIELD OF VISIB1- 
URY A FRAGMENTE OF 
‘SOMETHING WHITE 
FLASHED INTO MY EYES. 





THINKING ABOUT 
WHAT I WAS DOING. 














‘ASTONISHING 


‘THE CLIMBING 
WITH THE 
‘STUDS DRIVEN INTO 



















































































FOUND A RUCK- 











IT DIDNT SEEM TO 
‘BE IN THE BAG 


WITH THE CAMERA. 























‘AND I FOUND IT ON 1 CLIMBED TO THE 
‘THE WAY BACK? 1S SUMMIT OF CHOMO- 
‘THAT WHAT | TELL dg MISS Sti LUNGMA WITHOUT A 


‘THEM? PASSPORT OR A 








I WOULDN'T BE 
‘ABLE TO GET 
PERMITS TO 
CLIMB THE HIMA- IF 1DID, 0 BE 
FORCIBLY DEPOR- 
‘TED TO JAPAN. 











“JOU! HABU" 
WILL COME 
OUT INIT. 








You STILL 

HAVE MORE 

CHANCES AT 
THIS. 





AND FOR ALMOST EIGHT 
‘YEARS HERE, I'VE HAD MY 
‘SIGHTS ON EVEREST. 









16 STILL NOT THAT 
EASY TO CLIMB. 





MATTER HOW MUCH OXYGEN 
‘THEY WANTED TO USED, HOW 
>\, MANY PEOPLE THEY SENT WITH 
MEW. 


| EVEN IF ID HAD SPONSORS, NO 


“WEST FACE. ~~ 














EVERY SINGLE 
POTENTIAL, 


EVERY SINGLE 
PREPARATION. 



































80 IF YOU SAW MALLO- 
RY'S CORPSE AT £100 








ONCE You 
(CROSS THE 
‘SECOND STEP 


q y | THESUMMIT IS 
fl Aa AN 
e_ jae ‘ 


THERE ARENT 
ANY PARTICU- 
LARLY DIFFICULT 
‘SPOTS BEYOND 
m 


‘AT THE 8380 METER- 
POINT, IRVINE HAS AN 
‘ACCIDENT AND ONLY 
THE ICE AXE 1S LEFT 
BEHIND. 











BECAUSE THE SUN 
HAD SET AND IT 
WAS DARK, HE LOST 














igh 
Huan 
te matory Turneo | | 2uuUP a " 
BACK FROM THE 
SECOND STEP. 


[  TO.GET BACK To 
| CAMP 6 Ar giso N 
METERS WHILE IT “ aoa 
WAS STILL LIGHT, 




















THAT WE GET THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT 
HE WENT UP TO 
‘THE SUMMIT. 


IF THEY WENT UP TO THE 
‘SUMMIT FROM 8600 METERS 
AND THE CORPSE WAS FOUND | 
BIVOUACKED AT THE 8100 
METER POINT... 


BE BECAUSE HE 
HAD REACHED 
THE SUMMIT, 


WHAT DOES IT MATTER 
WHETHER OR NOT SOMEO- 
NE WHO NEVER MADE IT 
BACK SET FOOT ON THE 
‘SUMMIT? 


IF YOU CAN COME UP 
WITH A HUNDRED 
THEORIES FOR THEM 
REACHING THE 
‘SUMMIT... 


YOU CAN COME UP WITH 
‘AHUNDRED THEORIES 
FOR WHY THEY DIDNT. 



















































































THE WI 


i THE GIANT INDU GODS © gree NEW 
‘AND, THEY, ARE NOW MAY HAVE QUIETLY, DES" LOWS ABOVE 
REVOLVING AROI M TH IC 





VES BREAKING INTO Pat 
SSE THe TERRITORY WHICH 












































TO SAY, “LET 

ME WITNESS 

‘YOUR CLIMB 
TO THE 











enna REASON FOR 
uvine? 





WHAT D0 YOU 
(MEAN "THE 
MOUNTAINS?! 


MOUNTAINS ARE 
‘MOUNTAINS! 


TO CLIMB THE 
MOUNTAINS! 





$0 CLIMB 

















WHETHER THE TIME YOU 
LIVE IS LONG OR SHORT, 


YOU DONT GO TO THE 
MOUNTAINS SEEKING 
OUTCOMES OR LIFE OR 











‘YOU HAVE TO! 
UNDERSTAND IT 





HAPPINESS OR 
UNHAPPINESS HAS\ 
NOTHING TO D0 
WITH ITT 


EVEN WORSE THAN 
GARBAGE IF | DONT 
CLIMB MOUNTAINS. 


HAPPY OR SAD, 
THATS JUST A 


I'M NOT CLIMBING MOUN- 
TAINS LOOKING FOR 
‘THAT KIND OF OUTCOME! 


HAVE NO IDEA HOW IM 
SUPPOSED TO LIVE OR 
WHATEVER. 









































BUT IF FM JOUJI HABU 
THE MOUNTAINEER, 








LISTEN, MOUNTAI- 

NERS ARE MOUN- 
TAINEERS BECAUSE 
THEY CLIMB MOUN- 


‘80 JOUJI HABU THE 
MOUNTAINEER CLIMB 
MOUNTAINS! 


IT DOESNT MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS! 


WHEN fM HAPPY | CLIMB 
MOUNTAINS. WHEN 1M UNHA- 
PPY | CLIMB MOUNTAINS! 


WHETHER IVE GOT A 
WOMAN OR SHE'S 
RUNNING AWAY FROM 
(ME, WHEN M CLIMBING 
‘/AMOUNTAIN FM THE: 
MOUNTAINEER JOUJI 
ABU! 
‘A JOU! HABU WHO 
DOESN'T CLIMB MOUN- 
TAINS IS NOTHING BUT 
GARBAGE! 




















































































































NETHER oF ig ity 2 
US INTERFE- ’ If SOMEONE WANTS TO 
TAKE PICTURES OF ME 







EVEN IF YOU'RE ON THE 7 
VERGE OF DYING OR IM m PERSON IS FREE TO 00 
DANGLING OFF A WALL 
OF ICE BY MY ROPE... 

















IF YOU CAN PROMI- 
‘SE ME THAT, YOU 


WONT HEAR A. 
WORD FROM ME 
‘ABOUT ANYTHING 
































NOT SIMPLY 
BECAUSE THE 
MOUNTAIN IS 

THERE, 


BUT BECAUSE I 
‘AM HERE. 





FEEL LIKE, IF 1 

DONT D0 ANY- 

THING THEN LL 
CRUMBLE TO 


To1cuMe MouN- |g 
TAINS RELENTLES- Pe 

















‘AND BECAUSE 
CLIMBING 15 ALL I 
HAVE, | CLIMB. 


ONCE YOU CLING 
(ONTO A ROCK WALL 


74 
2 
= 
25 
33 
Su 
58 
é 


EVERYDAY LIVING 
1S LIKE TREPID 
WATER. 








TAKE YOUR 
PHOTOS... 








LIKE YOURE 

TRYING TO KEEP 

ME FROM ESCA- 
PING. 











CHAPTER 30 


CLIMB 
PLAN 

































































TORE OUT THE 
PAGES | DIONT 











NOW THAT | THINK 
ABOUT IT, THIS IS 
WEIGHT | DONT 


NEED EITHER. 





















































HOWEVER, WHILE 
COTTON DOES ABSORB 
‘MOISTURE, IF IT BECO- 

(MES WET ITS ABILITU 
TO INSULATE PLUMME- 


TS RAPIDLY. WOOL HAS | 


‘THE PROPERTY OF 
ABSORBING SWEAT 
‘AND THEN EVAPORA- 
|| TING IT THROUGH 
|| BODY HEAT AND RELEA- 
SING IT. 


























THERE HAD BEEN 
SEVERAL INSTAN- 
ICES IN WHICH CLIM-| 


|BERS HAVE BEEN IN| 


DISTRESS ON A 
WINTER MOUNTAIN 
‘AND ONLY THE 
‘ONES WEARING 
WOOL WERE ABLE 
0 BE SAVED. 











IN ADDITION, UNDERCLO- 
‘THING BECOMES A KEY 
DECIDER BETWEEN LIFE OR 
DEATH IN THE EXTREME 
‘COLD OF A MOUNTAIN IN 
WINTER. 


WOOLLEN UNDERWEAR AND) 
COTTON UNDERWEAR PROVI-| 
DE THE SAME INSULATION 
IF THEY ARE THE SAME | 

THICKNESS. 











HOWEVER, NO MATTER HOW 
LIGHT YOU MADE YOUR 
BAGGAGE, IN THE END YOU 
STILL HAD TO WORK CAR- 
RYING CLOSE TO 25 KG OF 
GEAR BEYOND YOUR BODY 
WEIGHT, 


DENT THAT 
YOUVE TAKEN 
‘ONLY WHAT YOU 
| ABSOLUTELY HAVE| 
TO, YOU BECOME 
|ABLE TO CONCEN- 
TRATE ON THE 
(CLIMB WITHOUT 
DISTRACTING 
THOUGHTS. 























YOUR PHYSICAL 
ENERGY DROPS AT HIGH 
‘ALTITUDES AND YOUR 
FEET CANT WARM UPON, 
~SYOUR OWN BODY TEM- 
\, PERATURE. 


EVEN IF IT ADDS A BIT OF 
WEIGHT, I'S BEST TO TAKE 
EXTRA PAIRS OF SOCKS: 


FOR YOUR FEET. 
LOSE THE ABILITY TO 


FIND THOSE SUBTITLES 
BALANCES YOU NEED ON 














EVEN MORE OF AN 
ISSUE PAST 8000 


THEN YOU HAVE TO GET 
RID OF EVERYTHING 
YOU'RE NOT WEARING. 


























CAN YOU DO 
IT? IN THAT 


CAN 00 IT BECAU- 
SE ITS THREE 
NIGHTS AND FOUR 
DAYS. 
































‘SINCE MY FAILURE IN 
1985, PVE THOUGHT 









































|1.COULD WALK THROU- 
GH THE ICEFALL WITH 
MY EYES CLOSED. 










HOW TO DRIVE MY ICE 
‘AXE INTO WHICH PART 
























‘THERE WAS NO MISTAKING 
‘THAT THE VISIONO F 
HIMSELF WAKING THROUGH 
‘THE SCENES HE HAD JUST 
DESCRIBED WAS ENGRAVED | 

CLEARLY IN HABU'S MIND. 

















ty 
" WHETHER | SUC- 
CED OR | FAIL, 
ITS ALL ON ME. 









1DON'T PARTNER 


WITH ANYONE ANY- 
MORE. e 














IF | GIVE UP OR AM 
DEFEATED, FLL BE 
‘ALONE. 








AIS 


STAND ON 
THE 


‘SUMMIT, | 
WILL BE 
‘ALONE. 























THAT WAS POST-MON- 
‘SOON SEASON, AND 
THATS THE SHORTEST 
TIME I'S EVER TAKEN 
‘ANYONE, RIGHT? 


IT TOOK THE 

ENGLISH TEAM 

IN 1475 THIRTY- 
THREE DAYS. 


























PLUS THEY 

WERE A HUGE 
TEAMOFWENTY- 
THREE PEOPLE. 


ys 


THEY HAD EIGHT KILO- 































METERS OF FIXED ROPE, 
THEY HAULED UP bes Pipa " 
‘AN UNTHINKABLE : 

Nor ccAe: (OXYGEN TANKS, ONE 

AMOUNT Of: TON OF FOOD... 





‘AND ALL SORTS OF 
OTHER THINGS THAT 
THEY BROUGHT UP TO 
THE BASE CAMP AND 
EVEN UP TO HIGHER 
CAMPS, 










MOST OF THOSE 
THIRTY-THREE 
DAYS WAS SPENT 
‘ON THAT. 





17'S My CONCLU- 

SION AFTER WRA- 

CKING MY BRAINS 
‘THESE EIGHT 
















‘AND I HAVEN'T JUST 
THOUGHT ABOUT IT. IT'S 
‘ACONCLUSION FROM 
‘ACTUALLY CLIMBING THE 
‘SOUTH-WEST FACE 
‘MULTIPLE TIMES. 





IN THREE NIGHTS, 
FOUR DAYS ITS 
POSSIBLE. 





























Pa iaerenrnes 














EARLY IN THE MOR- 
NING AND PASS 
‘THROUGH THE ICE 
FALL IN TWO-AND-A- 
HALF HOURS. 


USTEN UP. 








FLL PASS THROUGH 
THE COULOIR AND GO 
OVER THE ROCK BAND 
IN EIGHT HOURS, AND 

‘SPEND A NIGHT THERE. 


AND GET TO THE 
GRAY TOWER. TOTAL 











‘THE NEXT MORNING 
LL LEAVE THE TENT 
‘THERE AND TAKE 
EIGHT HOURS TO 


‘THEN, FLL TAKE 
‘THREE HOURS 
TO RETURN TO 












IF YOU INCREASE Your LOOK. I'S POSSIB- 
PACEABIT AND TAKE LE TO GET AS FAR 


JUST OVER ANOTHER sore, 
BATTLESHIP 
HOURS TOWALK THERE. BATTLESHIP 








FIRST DAY AND 
STAY THE 
NIGHT... 


EITHER WAY, 


‘YOU HAVE TO D0 
THE GRAY 
‘TOWER ON THE 
‘SECOND DAY. 














‘THERE 1S AN ALTITU- 
DE AT WHICH 
HUMANS CAN NO 
LONGER ACLIMATIZE, 
NO MATTER HOW 
HARD THEY TRY? 


THAT BEING THE CASE, IT'S 
BETTER TO SPEND ONE 
NIGHT ON THE WESTERN 
KHUMBU AT 6500 METERS 

















ITS AT AROUND 
(6500 METERS. 
EXACTLY! 





ONCE YOU CROSS THAT 
ALTITUDE, NO MATTER HOW 
WELL YOU TRY TO ACLIMATI- 
ZE, YOU BECOME EXHAUS- 
TED EVEN IF YOU 00 
NOTHING OR JUST SLEEP. 





IF SPEND A NIGHT 
THERE, | CAN BASI- 
CALLY START THE 
‘SECOND DAY WITH 
(OR, TO BE MORE 
SPECIFIC, THE 
WIND. 


DEPENDING ON CONDI- 
TIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE TO 
WAIT FOR THE WEATHER 
DURING THE CLIMB, 01 
HAVE TO TAKE MORE THAN 
FOUR DAYS WORTH OF 
RATIONS. 





7 > 

















/ ‘AROUND THE CHRISTMAS 
(} PERIOD, THE WIND BECO- 
(MES STRONGER THAN IT 
— WAS BEFORE OVER THE 
WHOLE OF EVEREST. 


$0 DECEMBER = \ 
ISTH IS ONE 












YOU HAVE TO 
LEAVE THE BASE 
CAMP BY DECEM- 
BER 10TH. 

















Fy 











‘ALONG WITH A LOW, 
RUMBLING OF THE 





CHAPTER 31 
TO THE GLACIER 

















THEY PILED UP 
STONES TO 
CREATE AN ALTAR 

AND STOOD A | 
‘STAFF UP IN IT TO 












































DECEMBER |. 
STARTING ON 
THIS DAY WAS 

‘ACCEPTABLE TO 
BE CALLED A 
WINTER CLIMB, 














DECEMBER 2, 
“20 DEGREES 





|ANO IT WASNT 
VISIBLE 

BEYOND 7600 
METERS. 








UE K 















































STRONG 
WIND. 






































































































































WE WAIT OUT TODAY 
FOR THE SNOW TO 
SETTLE. 


NO. ON EVEREST 
THERE'S SOMETHING 
YOU HAVE TO BE EVEN 
MORE CONSCIOUS OF 
‘THAT THAN THE TEM- 





















THE BIGGEST ENEMY 
(ON THE SOUTHWEST 
FACE IN WINTER ISN'T 


COLD... | 
cA 
a4 







































































Uf f+ 7,14 n, YN Ww 

































































HE'S SUPPOSED TO 
CLEAR THE ICEFALL IN 
TWO AND A HALF 


HOURS. 














Dy, 
pe 


= STiGB 
“a= 








BE SUICIDE. 
























































{| BING TECHNI-| 


BUT HE WAS 
CLIMBING IT 





SCALE THIS 


THE CLIM- 


QUES REQUI- 
RED TO 


ICE WALL 
WERE STAN- 
DARD. 


















































‘THE PROBLEM AT HIGH 
ALTITUDES WHERE THE 
OXYGEN IS THIN IS 
‘THE LOW PHYSICAL 
‘STRENGTH AND THE 
REDUCED ABILITY TO 
CONCENTRATE, 























WOO 















































Just HOW 
FAR AHEAD 
OF HIM WAS. 
HABU 
EXACTLY? 























© KHUMBU. A GIGANTIC 
FIELD OF SNOW WITH 
MULTIPLE GIGANTIC 
(CREVASSES RUNNING 
LEFT AND RIGHT 
‘ACROSS IT. 

































































FIRST TIME 
IVE EVER 


HAD... ACCLIMATIZED TO 
‘ABOUT 5800 METERS 
BEFORE, BUT THIS 1S 700 


(METERS HIGHER THAN THAT. 

































































THAT IS GOOD. | 
WILL PRAY FOR 
‘YOUR CONTI. 





FLL RADIO 
AGAIN 
TOMORROW 









































CANT HEAR THE 
‘SOUND OF THE 
WIND. 



























WHAT ARE YOU 


WHY ARE YOU DOING INA HABU.... 


‘ALL'ALONE, 
ENDURING IN A 
PLACE LIKE THIS? 











WHY D0 YoU 
CLIMB. THE 
‘MOUNTAINS? 


1S YOUR, 
ANSWER UR ON, 


















WHATS GOING TO ‘IF YOU CLIMB T0 THE 
BE WAITING FOR i STOP OF THE SOUTH) 
YOU THERE? = d : : WEST WALL, AT-THE 


END. 





THERE WONT 
BE ANYTHING, 
WILL THERE? 

















once vou coNciuER gl 
aq THE SOUTH-WEST ** 












ERE WILL YOU GO = 
FROM THAT SUMMIT?. 





















































PE GRIWALKING UP, = 
“TOWARDS, THE 



















































































































































































HE WOULD 


HAVETO |] 


TURN BACK 
‘AT THAT 
STAGE. 


2 MOST LIKELY, HE 
WOULD HIT HIS 
UMIT AT SOME 
POINT BEFORE 

THE £000 METER 

MARK? 















































COULD THIS: 
BE THE 


MOMENT HE 
WOULD HAVE 
TO TURN 
BACK? 


RIGHT NOW, NO 
MISTAKE, | CAN 


DULLED. HIS 
STAMINA HAD 
DROPPED. 





ea fi 








IF | ALLOW WEAKNESS, 
LL LOSE THE CHANCE 


TO DO WHAT | CAN DO 
NOW! 











WHAT AM | GONNA D0 
IF LEND UP STUCK IN A 
PLACE LIKE THIS? | 
HAVEN'T EVEN CLIMBED 
TO 7000 METERS YETI 




















/” WHATS THE POINT 
(OF REMINISCING 
‘ABOUT WOMEN AT, 

“of ATIME LIKE THIS? 





























FALLING ROCKS. 

















Ey 
(pe30U TARTED'ON tHe oy 
‘SOUTH-WEST FACE! 





































We SET OUT AT 7:30 
‘THIS MORNING AND 


80 IT TOOK ME 
FOUR-AND-A- 
“HALF HOURS TO 
GET THIS FAR. 







‘ASSUMING HABU 
REACHED HERE IN 
FOUR HOURS LIKE HE 
PLANNED, THAT 
(MEANS I'M NOW AN 

HOUR BEHIND HIM, 


bp 












IF | DONT GET 
AFTER HIM NOW, 
PLL NEVER CATCH 





ITLL PROBABLY | fe 
‘TAKE MORE. ‘ IF ITS GOING 
TO TAKE HABU 
FOUR HOURS TO 
REACH THE 
GRAY TOWER... 








—._ 


I? IMPOS- 
a } THEN IPL 
TAKE ME FIVE, 


fo RIGHT? 











195 


TO HAVE AN 
UNWELCOME 








INSIDE 
FUKAMACHI A 


SEPARATE 
VOICE SPOKE. 


= "YOU CAME ALL THIS WAY TO "| 
~> WITNESS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE 
WHAT HABU IS TRYING TO DO, 
> pion your 


(ON'T YOU REGRET IT IF YOI 
TURN BACK? 








I WANTED TO GO AS 
FAR AS | POSSIBLY 
COULD. 











» TURN BACK HERE 




















NOW TAKE CARE . 
‘AND DESCEND. ~ 








THATS NOT THE 





















































FIVE METERS UP 
‘AND TO THE 

















TRAL GULLY, 
































COULD CLIMB 
| EASILY, WHERE 
j THE TIPS OF 














FUKAMACHI CLIM- 
BED WITH DEEP 


“-_| CARE, TRYING NOT| 





TO MISREAD THE | 


|conoimion oF THE 


ICE WALL. 












































THEM SO FULLY 
THERE'S NO 




















"00 YOU THINK “DO YOU THINK. 
YOULL FIND A THERE'S A PRIZE 
REASON FOR. LYING AROUND FOR 
LIVING IF YOU 

(CLIMB THE MOUN- 


TAIN?" 














LIKE GOING TO 
‘SEARCH FOR 


‘AN UNDISCOVE-- | ~ 
RED MINERAL 
VEIN INSIDE 

_) MYSELF. 


Sh Pe Wi 




















THERES, 
VALUE IN 
‘STANDING ON 
‘THE SUMMIT. 






























































H THE AiR WAS 
PROBABLY 

“25 
DEGREES. 











THE WIND 


STRONG, HIS 
BREATHING 
IRREGULAR. 























‘AT LONG LAST| 
HE HAD fo” 


BECOME 
IMMOBILE. 














RIGHT NOW, 


[| FUKAMACHI WAS: 


CLINGING TO THE 


||| ICE WALL, BLOWN 
BY THE WIND, AND |. 


TRYING WITH ALL 
HIS MIGHT TO MAIN- 
TAIN HIS BALANCE 
‘AND NOT FALL. 























FINALLY PLUMMET. 





‘TRYING NOT TO BE BLOWN OVER 

BY THE WIND, HE FELT LIKE EVEN |/4 

DOING THAT DIDN'T MATTER ANY- || 
‘MORE. 


WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU FIGHTING 
‘50 HARD FOR WHEN YOU'RE THIS 
TIRED? 














CUidge- SS 
Gout re ue 
CP AN 


4X 


= 


<< @ 


























TWAS ALL ICE LIKE HARD 


A) WOULD HE BE ABLE TO DRIVE 
| —APITON INTO THIS ICE? 





My, 










= GET IN AHOT BATH 
Sa AND,THINK ABOUT 








WHILE DRINKING 
THAT HOT SAKE... 





E E: 7 
(SAY, MIYAGAWA, 


bam ir | REMEMBER 
‘5 RIGHT... 





‘SAKE THERE, 
DONT THEY? 





























I WAS SURE! 
WAS IN A PUB 
JUST NOW AND 
COULD SMELL 
‘THE SCENT OF 
GRILLING FISH. 





ANYWAY... HAVE TO 
GET SOMEWHERE 
WITH A BETTER FOO- 
‘THOLD AND SET UP A 
‘SELF BELAY. 








‘SET UP A SELF BELAY 
\ND REST MY MUS- 
CLES. 




















CHHAPTER 35 *., 


THE GRAW 
TOWER 












































YOU THINK PLL 






‘YOU THINK PLL 
LET MYSELF DIE 














1M. GOING TO 
CARRY IT THROU- 
GH, AS FAR AS | 












































































































































DOING NOTHING, 
RUNNING OUT OF 
ENERGY, AND 
FALLING, 






























































'™M SUPPOSED 
0 PUTIT ON 



































GOING To D0 
74) AS MucH ast 
CAN. 

















IF STAY 
HERE LIKE 











IF ONLY THIS: 
WIND WOULD 
STOP. 





OF His MIND. |" 








NOW I CAN TELL 
You... 











‘ACTUALLY | WANTED TO. 
HOLD YOU IN MY ARMS... 





WARM BLOOD OF 
‘THAT WOMAN'S 





WANT TO BE WITH 








IF CAN MAKE IT 
BACK ALIVE, FLL GO 


TLL SEE YOU 
BEFORE ANY- 
THING ELSE, 


DON'T NEED TO 
GO UP ANY 
FURTHER. 


1S TO TAKE OFF THE 
‘SELF BELAY, WALK 
BACK DOWN AND GO 
BACK TO JAPAN. 






















‘AT THAT MOMENT, 
(MIXED IN WITH THE 
BRUTAL SOUNDS OF 


‘THE BLIZZARD, THERE Px lag 
WAS A SMALL, INDIS- KY 


TINCT NOISE. 
































‘THE SOUND 
OF SOME- 
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60TH 
VANISHED. 


























































































































IF You STOP 
MOVING AT 











| irreirto |\ 

















‘SHUT UP AND 
JUST DO WHAT 


TELL You 










































ALRIGHT, 
FUKAMACHI, 
NOW LISTEN 

CLOSE TO WHAT 

'™M GOING TO 


'M GOING TO GET 
IN UNDERNEATH 
You NOW. 


‘YOURE GOING 








‘ARE YOU PLANNING 
‘A DOUBLE SUICIDE 



































HOLD ON 
































FUKAMACH! 
KNEW WHAT IT 











he 
g. x 
ne ( HABU'S WHOLE: 
LIFE UNTIL'NOW ~~ 
HAD BEEN, 
THI . 
a 














RIDICULOUS 
\ TASK AM 1° 
| MAKING THIS. 


‘MAN DOP, 
. 





THERE'S NO 
WAY WE CAN, 














I DON'T HAVE ANY RIGHT 
TO BE SAVED BY YOU. 

















DAMN WIND! 






















































































IF YOU DON'T WANT TO 
DIE, THEN STAY IN 
‘THAT POSITION. 





‘AND ONLY IN 
THIS EXACT, 


‘THE ONE PLACE 
I COULD SET UP 
‘ATENT HERE... 


IF YOU SET UP A TENT 

ANYWHERE ELSE, I'S SURE TO 

BE STRUCK BY FALLING ROCKS 
‘SEVERAL TIMES A NIGHT. 


IF YOU WENT TO SLEEP 
WITH YOUR UPPER 
BODY ON YOURRUCKSA- 
CK YOU'D BE STRUCK 


IFIWERE A MOUN- 
TAIN. 


1D DROP ROCKS ON THE 
HEADS OF PEOPLE WHO 
COMITTED BLUNDERS LIKE 
‘THAT, WITHOUT ANY HESITA- 
TION. 





FROM THE WALL 
BEHIND US TO 
‘ABOUT SIXTY 


‘YOU CAN'T EXPECT 
EVEN THE SLIGHTEST 
BIT OF LUCK UP HERE. 























































































































IF THIS 
© MOUNTAIN 








NOW HABU AND 
HE WERE BOTH| 
"'DEEP|INSIDE = 
HE BEASTS, 
“AiR, Oe 
¥ 




















CHAPTER 36 

































































‘YOU MEAN WITH 
BUNTAROU KISHI? 








CLIMBING ROPE 
WITH HIS OWN 
KNIFE. 











YOUVE BEEN 
SILENT ABOUT IT 
‘ALL THIS TIME? 

















NH! 
ALIN 


heya 






































THs MAN I) 
(GoIN6 70) 
(CLIMB IT, NOW, 
ISN'T HE?) 























) HABU KNEW THE 
UTH-WEST FACE 


bd nove ovr 
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QUESTIONS BIT 
By BIT. 





THAT ICE FALL STRE- 
TCHES TO THE 
ENTRANCE OF THE 
LEFT COULOIR. 








HERE | CUMB 
OVER THE LEFT 
couLoIR. 
THE COULOIR 
~ASTEEP, 
ROCKY 


GROOVE 
RUNNING UP 
THE ROCK 
WALL, 
















‘AT THE END OF 
THAT THERES A 
TWENTY-FIVE 
METER HIGH VERT- 


ONCE I CLIMB THAT, | 
COME OUT ONTO THE 
‘TOP OF THE LEFT 
EDGE OF THE ROCK 
BAND. 





17'S A CHANNEL 
(OF ROCK ABOUT 
FOUR METERS 


1 CLIMB THE ICE 
WALL, THE INCLINE 1S: 


‘SLOPING INCLINED 
PATH. 











THAT WILL 
‘BE MY NEXT 


CLIMB FOR 
EIGHT CONTINUAL 
HOURS. 











CAN YOU D0 
THAT 





1. COME OUT ONTO THE 
‘SOUTH RIDGE GULLY WHICH 
GOES ALONG TO THE 
‘SNOW-COVERED MONOLI- 
‘THIC ROCK SECTION. 








THAT SPOT IS 
DIRECTLY BELOW 
EVERESTS SOUTH | Fi (ONCE | ENTER THE 
GULLY, IF I CLIMB ALONG 
‘ON THE SNOW WALL 
WHICH WAS PUSHED 
(OUT FROM THE ROCK 








THIS 1S THE ROUTE 
| EXPECT TO TAKE. NORMAL? 





























YOU MEAN, IN THE 
|| END, Youre con- 
TENT TO CLIMB TO 


‘THE SUMMIT 
USING A"NORMAL 


AFTER HED SAIDIT, 
FUKAMACHI REALIZED TH 
WEIGHT HIS WORDS CAR- 
RIED, THE TERRIBLE MEA- 
NING IN THEM AND THEIR |. 











‘THE SUMMIT OF THE GODS. 
VOLUME 4 END. 


